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2nd MCF GM-IM Invitational  

Round Robin Chess Championship 2026 

 

 

The 2nd edition of the MCF GM-IM Invitational was held at Jeumpa d’Ramo 

Boutique Hotel in Bangsar, Kuala Lumpur. The 9-round Round-Robin 

Classical event started on 29th July and ended on 5th August. The 

organiser was the Malaysian Chess Federation. The objective of the 

tournament was to provide norm and title-seeking opportunities for 

international players and top Malaysian rising stars. The Chief Organiser 

was Najib Abdul Wahab and the Chief Arbiter was Wong Qi Hao. 

The Tier One tournament was the GM Pool Invitational. Malaysia’s first 
Grandmaster, Yeoh Li Tian was defending his title. The other 2 
Grandmasters were Petr Kiriakov (FIDE) and Gabor Nagy (Hungary). 
Penang’s IM Tan Jun Ying and FM Wong Yinn Long were hopeful 
contenders to secure norms. Other Malaysians in the fray are IM Chan 
Kim Yew, FM Anderson Ang and FM Kavin Mohan. The winner, IM Lee 
Junhyeok from Korea took home the first prize fund of USD2,000 with a 
6/9 score. IM Morris was 2nd with 5.5/9.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Penang’s FM Wong Yinn Long and IM Tan Jun Ying 

GM Yeoh Versus IM Lee 



 

 

 

Tier 2 was the IM Pool. GM Nguyen Duc Hoa of Vietnam was the sole 
Grandmaster. The 3 IMs were Mayank Chakraboty (India), Ilgar Bajarani 
(Azerbaijan) and Angelo Young (Philippines). Penang was represented by 
WFM Agnes Chong Kai Ni. Other Malaysian hopefuls were FM Lim Zhuo 
Ren, CM Shahar Uzair, FM Genkeswaran Genivan, CM Chow Yi Chen 
and Abdul Aziz Aqil Alauddin. After 9 rounds of competition, GM Nguyen, 
the 2015 Penang Open Champion, asserted his presence by winning the 
tournament. IM Mayank was 2nd with 7/9.
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos courtesy of MCF 

 

GM Nguyen  Duc Hoa WFM Agnes Chong 



 

 

The Malaysian Masters’ Open was purely a competition for Malaysian 

players with FIDE ratings above 2000. The eventual champion Chong Jin 

Cheng finished with 6 points after 9 rounds. Chong received RM3,000. 

CM Mukhriez Shah was in 2nd Place with 5.5/9. CM Looi Xin Hao was the 

sole player from Penang in this category. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos courtesy of MCF 

Chong Jin Cheng (above) receives the 
Champion Trophy from Najib Abdul 
Wahab. 
Penang’s Looi Xin Hao and Agnes Chong 
(right) 



 

 

The All-Malaysian Masters Event for Women was convincingly won by 

Penang player WCM Chua Jia Tien with a super score of 7.5/8! Well done 

Jia Tien! WFM Ainul Mardhiah was 2nd with 6/9. 
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